
STATEMENT OF AIMS AND PRINCIPLES
Voice from the Heart Alliance 

1. Who are we?
Voice from the Heart Alliance (VfthA) is a grass roots coalition of organisations and 
individuals supporting the 2017 Uluru Statement from the Heart.
Initially established to offer networking support to local groups in the lead-up to the 
Voice Referendum, VFTHA continues to grow into a national network of First Nation 
allies with new organisations joining from across the country, to achieve justice and 
redress for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples of this continent, and an 
Australia free of the burden of racism. 
Voice from the Heart Alliance recognises the 2017 Uluru Statement from the Heart, 
made to the Australian people by a large national gathering of Indigenous leaders 
and representatives, as a document of fundamental importance guiding our work, 
and for the development of a better Australia.  We are committed to the vision of 
Voice, Treaty, Truth in that Statement.  
As a group committed to positive action, we recognise the numerous national and 
international laws, conventions, and action frameworks that exist for human rights, 
the elimination of racial discrimination, and respect of cultural rights ‒ where these 
are well-founded for Australia we seek to give them real effect. 

2. Voice from the Heart Alliance has the following aims and principles:
a. To effect social and political change in Australia to reduce and 

eventually eliminate institutional, systemic and attitudinal racism 
towards Indigenous peoples and others.

b. To provide a contact-and-information network for groups working in 
allyship with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples towards the 
realisation of the Uluru Statement from the Heart objectives and in the 
constitutional recognition space.

c. To enable development of ideas and contact networks around action 
initiatives, and to assist with coordination around selected issues or 
campaigns.

d. To support campaigns and initiatives in support of better outcomes for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, including improved 
rights, justice and equity, and redress and remedy for injustice.



e. To be guided by and to help amplify the voices and views of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples within the public arena and to power 
structures.

f. To give due recognition in pursuing these goals to the views, priorities, 
needs, and leadership of Indigenous people and organisations, and to 
navigate conflictual situations with respect and sensitivity.

g. To build confidence, trust, and capacity among groups and individuals 
for action in support of Indigenous rights and cultural strength, and for 
related social and cultural reform towards a just Australia.

h. To contribute to a unified national voice of First Nations Allies on key 
issues.

3. Who is VftHA for?
Voice from the Heart Alliance provides a collaborative network for organisations and 
individuals working in the Constitutional Recognition, Reconciliation and First 
Nations Ally space, particularly those engaged in: 

a) Effecting cultural and political change in non-Indigenous society and its 
politics and systems (legal, health, education, other).

b) Providing contact, solidarity and joint actions between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous organisations and individuals. 

Recognising the key role in effecting change played by Ally groups entrenched in 
local communities and civic organisations, VFTHA invites affiliation from such 
groups, especially but not exclusively groups falling into the ‘Local Reconciliation 
Group’ or ‘Indigenous Support Group’ category (not limited to those affiliated to 
official State/Territory Reconciliation bodies).
VftHA also welcomes as affiliated members or close collaborators:

(i) Geographically broader or sectoral groups working on these issues (up to 
national level);

(ii) Groups not exclusively focussed on Indigenous support, but with 
supportive policies and practice (e.g. faith, union, political, other civic 
organisations);

(iii) Indigenous organisations and individuals working on specific issues with 
us, or who are active around broad social reform related to Indigenous 
rights and culture.

(iv) A loose, flexible body of First Nations advisors and long-term collaborators 
committed to assisting us in common goals.

(v) Individuals not necessarily representing an organisation but committed to 
this vision of action for change.
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